December 16, 2022

The Honorable Charles Schumer The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Steny Hoyer
Speaker of the House Majority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Majority Leader Schumer, Minority Leader McConnell, Speaker Pelosi, and Majority Leader Hoyer:

We, the undersigned organizations, write to express our strong support for legislation (S. 1927 / H.R. 485)
that would reauthorize the Adoption Opportunities program. We urge you to move quickly to ensure
passage of this legislation before Congress adjourns for the year.

The Adoption Opportunities program provides federal discretionary funds for projects designed to
eliminate barriers to adoption, including for children in the foster care system. According to the latest
federal estimates, over 100,000 children in foster care are still waiting to be adopted. Without additional
action, many will never be adopted. Others may be adopted but will face additional challenges due to
insufficient support for post-adoption services.

Both the House and Senate reauthorization bills include provisions that will address these needs. Each
would reauthorize the Adoption Opportunities program through FY 2027. They also include new
provisions that would address such important issues as providing grants for improving post-adoption
services, adding family-finding and kinship notification to recruitment programs, providing adoption
competency training for mental health needs, addressing unregulated custody transfers, developing
evidence-based and evidence-informed adoption services, and studying the causes of adoption disruption
and dissolution.

The House and Senate bills would also both reauthorize the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act
(CAPTA). CAPTA, which includes the Adoption Opportunities program as one of its titles, supports the full
continuum of services to children and families — from primary and secondary prevention initiatives that
keep child abuse and neglect from occurring to interventions that protect children who are maltreated.
Both CAPTA and the Adoption Opportunities program are vitally important to the families we serve.

We urge you to prioritize this legislation and to ensure its enactment before the end of the year. Thank
you for your work on these issues and for your commitment to the many thousands of children and
families who benefit from these programs.

Sincerely,
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Communities for People

Community Solutions, Inc.

Cornerstones of Care

County Welfare Directors Association of California
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption

Every Child, Inc.
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